
Western Papua, Indonesia 
December 28, 2022 – January 8, 2023 
 
Itinerary 

 
 
 
Please plan to arrive on Biak Island on December 28. You will be met at the airport by our local birding 
guide, Khaleb Yordan. Dinner and the hotel tonight are included in the tour cost.  
 
Day 0 (Dec 28)   Pickup from Biak International Airport 
When you arrive at Biak Frans Kaisepo Airport you will be meet by our guide local and then transferred 
to hotel for check-in and relaxation after a long 2-day series of flights from the US. 
 
Day 1 (Dec 29)   Biak Island 
After an early breakfast, we will drive with our local guide to the Biak Utara nature reserve looking for 
lowland Biak endemics. After lunch back to hotel for take a rest, then at 15.00pm, drive to Biak Scoop 
owl spot for birding. Late afternoon, back to town direct to local restaurant for dinner and then back to 
hotel.  
 
Day 2 (Dec 30)    Biak Island 
Following an early 4.30am start with packed breakfast, we will drive with our local guide to the Pulau 
Suoiori nature reserve in the hills looking for highland endemics. We will bird until 10.30am and then 
back to town for lunch at local restaurant. In the afternoon, we will do a clean-up of lowland birds we 
missed the day before. In the early evening, we will return to a local restaurant for dinner and return to 
hotel for stay overnight. 
 
Day 3 (Dec 31)   Biak to Nimbokrang  
Pick up and departure from your hotel to the airport on Biak, then a flight to Jayapura, and then a 2-
hour drive to Nimbokrang. Once we’ve had refreshments, we will bird the local area around our 
homestay looking for the Pale-billed Sicklebill and Victoria Crowned Pigeon. We will do a little night 
birding in the early evening looking for Papua Frogmouth and then return to our homestay.  
 
Day 4 (Jan 1)   Nimbokrang    
Early AM birding at the Twelve-wire Bird-of-Paradise stakeout, then look for the Shovel-billed 
Kingfisher nearby, followed by a lunch back at the homestay. At 3 pm we will go birding and searching 
for the elusive Northern Cassowary, then return for an evening meal, a spot of night birding, and then 
retire for the night.  
 
Day 5: (Jan 2)   Nimbokrang 
Early AM birding searching for the King Bird-of-Paradise, then look for the Common Paradise-
Kingfisher, followed by a lunch back at the homestay. At 3 pm we will go birding and searching for the 
Black-capped Lories and Lesser Bird-of-Paradise, then return for an evening meal, another spot of night 
birding, and then retire for the night.  
 

 



Day 6: (Jan 3)    Nimbokrang 

Early AM birding looking for the Great Lophorina, then look for the pigeons, parrots and lorikeets 
nearby, followed by a lunch back at the homestay. At 3 pm we will do some clean-up birding for those 
birds we had previously missed, then return for an evening meal, and one last spot of night birding, and 
then retire for the night.  
 
Day 7 (Jan 4)    Nimbokrang to Arfak Mountains 
Early pick up and departure from your hotel to drive 2 hours back to Jayapura, then a direct flight to 
Manokwari, followed by a 2-3 hour drive into the Arfak Mountains. We will bird along the way - Great 
Melampitta and Long-tailed Paradigalla are possible along the way, as are many pigeons and doves. 
Shortly after arriving at our lodge, we will go to watch the Vogelkop Bowerbird at its lek. 
 
Days 8, 9 (Jan 5, 6)   Mount Soyti 
After breakfast day, we will walk to alternate bird-of-paradise leks and hides. We hope to see the 
following birds-of-paradise Crescent-caped or Vogelkop Lophorina, Western Parotia, Magnificent, 
Black Sicklebill and Arfak Astrapia. After each lek visit, we will return to the lodge and a quick brunch, 
and go out again looking for roosting Feline Owlet-Nightjar and Mountain Owlet-Nightjar. In the 
afternoon, we will bird the surrounding area looking for Vogelkop endemics including Vogelkop 
Melidectes, Vogelkop Catbird and Arfak Honeyeater, while also looking for pigeons, doves, robins, 
berrypeckers, tiger-parrots, hornbills, and many others. Each evening we will return for an evening 
meal, a spot of night birding looking for Sooty Owl and nightjars and then retire for the night.  
 
Day 10 (Jan 7)   Mount Soyti to Manokwari to Sorong 
After an early breakfast and one more lek visit, we will leave for Manokwari birding along the way. Night 
in Manokwari. We will bird around Manowkari in the late afternoon. Night in Manokwari. 
 
Day 11 (Jan 8)  Manokwari to Sorong 
Early flight to Sorong. Once we arrive in Sorong, those going home to the US will continue their flights, 
while those going on the Post-trip to Waigeo will take the ferry to Waigeo. 
 
A full itinerary will be sent to registrants 
 
Post-trip 2-night Extension Raja Ampat (leave Jan 8 at 2 pm) 
 
***SPECIAL COVID MEASURES: In order to visit Indonesia, all tourists must show evidence that they 
are inoculated and up-to-date against COVID-19. To apply for visitor and limited-stay visas, 
visit https://visa-online.imigrasi.go.id/. International travelers who wish to apply for those visas will 
be required to have a local guarantor/sponsor to sponsor their visit to Indonesia. Foreign nationals 
with the purpose of leisure travel can enter the territory of the Republic of Indonesia with the 
following conditions:  
Having received a COVID-19 vaccine; 

1. A negative RT-PCR test result; 
2. A short-visit visa or other entry permit; 
3. Proof of ownership of health insurance with a minimum coverage value of USD25.000 which 

includes financing for handling COVID-19; 
4. Proof of booking confirmation and payment for accommodation while in Indonesia.  

https://visa-online.imigrasi.go.id/

